Department of Toxic Substance Control response to questions posed by Truthout:
1. TCE “plume” found north of the “factory” site 
 

Soil Vapor sampling - due to the detection of Trichloroethylene (TCE) in the northeast portion of the factory site, DTSC required HACLA to extend the soil gas investigation into the adjacent Jordan Downs existing housing at six (6) locations. The results of the sampling were non-detect for TCE in all samples except for one low level result detected at 40 feet below the ground surface. Based on these results, DTSC determined that there is no vapor intrusion concern into the existing housing area. When there is no contamination under the housing area there is no reason for any vapor intrusion. The No Further Action determination issued by DTSC was strictly for the area at the Jordan Downs Housing project. The vapor investigation continues at other locations north of the site.

 

Watts Discovery project - The soil vapor investigation at the factory site showed elevated levels of TCE to the north. DTSC has secured state and federal funds to investigate the source of TCE groundwater contamination. This investigation included soil, soil vapor and groundwater testing in the area north of the factory site. The initial phase of the investigation targeted businesses located north of the factory site. The first phase of the discovery has been completed. The preliminary results show that there are elevated levels of TCE at further depth. DTSC recently conducted further sampling and we are currently reviewing the data to determine whether additional sampling or cleanup is needed.

 

2. Source of contaminants found at Jordan High School
 

The lead impacted areas at Jordan High School are suspected to be from historic lead-based paint application on school buildings based on sample locations and depths. As to the arsenic impacted soil, the impacted area was limited to the western portion of Jordan High School. The source of arsenic contamination in the localized area is suspected to come from fill material used during construction activities at that location, according to the Los Angeles Unified School District.

 

3. Cleanup at Jordan High School
Cleanup activities have started at the Site and will continue for approximately two weeks. The community has recently been notified of the ongoing work activities through work notices. 
 

The following are some of the standard controls and techniques used during the removal activities that would provide public safety for workers, community, school staff and students:

 

    -        The removal action contractor will implement appropriate procedures to control the generation of airborne dusts by soil removal activities

    -        A Dust Control Plan is in place that will use many techniques for dust suppression

    -        Fencing with windscreens will be put in place for security

    -        All vehicles will maintain slow speed while on construction zones

    -        Work areas will be sprayed regularly to control dust generated during excavations

    -       Tracking of any contaminated soil is prevented by cleaning of the tire and truck inspection

    -        All soil carried by trucks will be covered before leaving the site

    -        Air monitoring will be conducted regularly, and additional measures or work stoppage are provisional if allowable limits are exceeded.

    -      Completion of all necessary permits or approvals from all appropriate entities and agencies (ie. AQMD)

 

A Removal Action Completion Report will record and demonstrate the removal action taken, data evaluated and environmental conditions to ensure the removal was completed as planned and protective of public health as required by DTSC. 

Please see the RAW located on the Envirostor link below for project details:

 

http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_report.asp?global_id=60001889%20
 

