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Aaron 

Subj~ct boi-n 8!25/o0 .. in BrOOklyr/, N'. Y. ,; , 
r esides' at River Road , I;alisades., N.y.j 
an<:l is, believed ·to be self-:empl'qyed as ' 
a' compos er , of '!iusic~, . ~ubj8ct; , 'i s or has , 
be~n a memb<;lr, ' or s ponsor of the NatiClq'a l ' 

, Comm1tt ee for Defense' of 'Political : -' 
" ,', . Prisoners ; Cominutee foi' Protect ion of :'. 

icbreign Born, Schappes.DefimseCom;",Utee ;" , 
NaM.onal Council of 'Amer:i.can':'Sovie t,.' . 

. Fi'itmdship, ' Ai;}eri9an, CommHtee for 
Yu goslav ReU ef, ' Inc., a s \v,ell as numerous 
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NeVI York show birth certificate special number 3018, issued for AARON 
COPIAND on August 28, 1906. This record reflects that AARON COPIAND 
was bo~August 25, 1900 ~ .. Brooklyn, New York ,and is the son of 
HARRIS !~C;OPIA!ID and SARA MITTENTflAL, both of whom were born in Russia. 

, ." , ~~ofLJ'I ('vi) 

Residence " 
, Confidential Informant T-l" of known reliability, 

advised that it was his belief that AARON COPIAND r esided in Palisades, 
Rockland County, New York. 

The International Society for Contemporary Music, 
New York City, was contacted telephonically on June 14, 1950 and the writer 
was advised that AARON COPLAND resides on River Road in Palisades, New 
York. 

\ 
Employment 

AARON COPIAND is b,elieved to be self-employed as a 
composer of music and lecturer on music. According to an article in the 
'''I'lorld Telegram", issue of August 3, 1949, under the caption of "Music 
In Review", it is stated that AARON COPlAND is an assistant of Dr. 
KOUSS1'VITZKY, Director of the Berkshire Music Center aj; Tanglewood , 
Massachusetts. The subject teaches classes as well as directing various 
departments. This article states that: the school is, comprised 'of , 
selected students from all over the world and also that the school is 
conducted 'only during the summer months. \, 

The "Who's Who 'in America" for the years 19114, 19h5 
lists AARON COPLAND, composer, born in Brooklyn, New York on November 14, 

7 1900 • . This book also shows that AARON COPlAND graduated from Boys High 
~ ,School in Brooklyn in 1918 and studied music privately. The subject 

/ / studied music under WITTGENSTEJN and ALLEN. He has been a composer of 
.' music since' 1920, was a lecturer on music at the New School for Social 

.I Research, New York City, from 1927 to 1939, and was a lecturer on music 
at Harvard in the Spring of 1935. 

The subject and ROGER SESSIONS were founders of 
COPElAND-SESSIONS Concerts in 1928 - 1931. The subject was the founder 
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of American Music Festivals at 'Yadde, Saratoga .Springs, New Yerk in 1932. He 
received the .JOHN SIMON GUGGENHEJ].! Feliowship in 1925 - 1926 and received the 
RCA Victor award ($5,000,00) in 1930. The subject was the director of the 
League of Composers, International SOCiety for' Contemporary Music, and 
President of the American Composers Alliance. 

According to MRS. MARY TOwNSEND, an employee of the Yaddo Estate, 
the Yaddo.Estate was set up to aid creative work in the Arts and~ett rs. 
Applicants who are accepted as guests are offered a two-month at - ,w · th no 
expense to tli selves. MRS. TOWNSEND further stated that ELIZAB 00, the 
director of the addo Estate, has been closely associated with manymmuniats 
and supp~ dftH Communist movement and that these associates have been 
activ~ in placing per ons at Yaddo. ' 

The Selective Service records for Local Draft Board No, 23 were 
checked by SA FRANCIS A. COGSWELL at Selective Service Headquarters, 516 West 
34th Street, New York City, arid show that AARON COPLAND regi stered on February 
15, 1942. The subject executed a questionnaire on August 17, 1942 wherein he 
indicated that he had studied with ROOlli GOLDMARK for four years musical compo­
sition, NADIA BOULANGER (Paris) three years musical composition. He also in­
dicated that he is self-employed as a composer of music and a lecturer of musiC, 
and has composed symphonic type music for radio, films, ballet, concert per­
formances , and has lectured and · taught music for 22 years, ' These records show 
that the subject was born November Ih, 1900 in Brooklyn and that his parents 
are HARRIS 1:1. COPLAND and SARAH COPIMID, both born in Russia. 

. , 

r esidence: 
The subject's Selective Service file showed the followin~'places of 

1942 - Hotel Empire, 63 Street and Broam~ay, Ne~ Yo r k City 

1Brch 1943 - 8663 Hollaway Plaza, Hollywood, California 

July 1944 - Hot el Empire, 63 Street and Broadway, New York City 

In July, 1944 the subject received a permit from the draft board 
to be absent for six months to travel to Mexico, Cuba and Guatemala on 
business and vacation, 

AARON COPLAND was classified 3-A on September 22" 1942 and 4-H 
on January 16, 1943. He was not inducted into the Armed Service. 

- 3 -

Gbi"~U H1:J1J H/xL, 

ow 47049 DocId:32957712 Paqe 4 

i ,. 
i 

I 
i 
I 

~ .•. 

I. 
i , 

t· 
I 
l 
I , 



r 
------------'~ -.- -

o 

NY 100-95458 

Communist Activities _ 

~~ Confidential Infonnant T-2, of known T eliability, 
advised that the subject was a oommittee member of the 1936 Non-Partisan 
Committee for He-election of Con gressman VITO MARCANI'ONIO. 

, . 

~ 
The Non-Partisan Committee for Re-election of Con-

gressman VIT CANTONIO has been cited as a Communist front by the 
Speoial-Commi tt -::9n"Un.:"American Activities, report of March 29, 1944, 
and by the California Committee on Un-American Activities, rElPort of 
1948. 0. , (', >-m,,,,,.{ C,_ -
I 
' Confidential Informant T-2 advised that the name of 

.
AARON COPIilND appears in t he publication "New Masses", issue of December 
26, 1939 as one of a number of signers of a statement in defense of the 
Communist Party. 

"New Masses", also known as "Masses and Mainstream", 
was cited as a Communist front by the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, House of Representatives 79th Congress on March 29, 1944. 

The "Daily Worker" issue of January 25, 1948 announced 
that the ill9.gazine "!l.asses and Mainstream" was to become a new cultural 
mag<!zine by merging the publications"New Masses" and " l,t~instream" . 

Connc'.ential Informant T-3, of known reliability, 

ladVised in 1939 that the subject was a membar of the National Committee 
for Defense of Political Prisoners and was Gligible for election to the 
executive committee ,in 1939. 

, It is to be noted that the National Committee f or the 
Defense of' Political Prisoners has been cited by the Attorney General 
of the United Statos as coming within the purview of Executive Order 
9835. 

~ 
. . On December' 19, 1940 the issue of the "Daily' :'iorker", 

n East Coast Communist newspaper, o~nage ;;, column 2, lists AARON 
OPLAND, composer, . as one of a number o .. signers' of an · appeal. sponsored 
y the National Federation for Const't tional Liberties, urging the 
i smissal of charges against SAM ADA \ HCY. DARCY, according to this 

. . (:!. f. lne". " /, .f..,~: 
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I 
~rticle, was State Chairman of the Communist Party in Pennsylvania 

land was ext r adited by California authorities from Pennsylvania. DARCY 
f<~cCd up to 14 years imprisonment for an inaccuracy in his registration 
as a voter in California in 1934. 

The National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 
has been cited by the Attorney General of the United States as comi.ng 
vlithln the purvie~1 of Executive Order 9835. 

II 
. Confidential Iriformant T-4, of known reliability, ad-

vised t hat the subject was a sponsor of the · 5th National Conference of 
the American Committee for Protection of, Foreign Born, to b e held at 
Atlantic City , New Jer~ey in March, 1941 . 

The American CommittGe for Protection of Foreign Born 
has been cited by the Attorney Gener al of the United States as coming 
within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 

The "Daily Viorker" is sue of March 5) 1941, on page 2, 
column 3, carries AARON COPIAND, N<.'W York City, as one of 450 persons 
who signed a stat ement urging the President and Congress to defend the 
rights of the Communist Party. 

I 
Coni'idential Informant T-2 advised that the subject was 

a memb er of the Schappes Defense Committee, according to a letterhead 
of that committee dated December 20, 1941. . 

. It is to be noted that the Schappes Defense Committee 
has b een cited by the Attorney General of the United States as coming 
within the purview of Executive Order 9835 . 

Confidential· Informant T-2 stated that as of 19h2 .the 
subject wa·3...il~.e.d_;\iJ)_O.iLa Communist pa."ty' member or a close s,nnpathizer, 

~--,~ 
and VIas a sponsor of the Artists Front to Win the War meeting, which 
advocated a second front '1"6 that time. 

This informant a lso advised that the "Daily Worker" dated ' 
October17, 19h2, page 7, co l umn 3, states that COPLAND was 11 sponsor 
of the Artis1E.Front to Win the \'far mass' eeting . Conf i dential Infox:mant 
T-5, of known r eliability, advised that th ~rtistsFront to Win "uhe War 
was c r eated for the one purpose of organizing rally. at Carnegie Hall, 
New Yor k City, which was held October 16, 1942. The informant stnted 
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that this organization was 100% a Communist affair; numerous Communists 
attended; that pUblicity photography for the meeting was furnished by 
the "Daily Worker"; and that the speeches at this rally were primarily 
devoted to the praise of Soviet Russia and the Soviet Armies. 

Confidential Informant T-2 advised that AARON COPLAND 
was one of the signers of an open letter to the President in 19h2, 
urging a declaration of war against Finland. This letter was sponsored 
by the American Council on Soviet Relations. 

The American Council on Soviet Relations later became 
knoYin by the name National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, 
which has been cited qy the Attorney General of the United States as 
coming within the purview of Executiv€l Order 9835. 

Confidential :frlformant 1'-2 advised that AARON COPIA}m 
was a signer of an open letter to the Pr€lsident in 1942 requesting 
him to rescind the order to deport HARRY BRIDGES, sponsored by the 
Communist controlled National Federation for Constitutional Liberties. 

This informant also stated that. the subj ect was a 
committee member and sponsor of the "Citizens Victory Committee for 
HARRY BRIDGES", according to a letterhead dated June B, 19h3 of that 
organization. Th€l Citizens Victory Committee for HARRY BRIOOES was 
formed to oppose the deportation of HARRY BRIDGES, Communist Party 
member and leader of the San Francisco general strike of 1934, which was 
planned qy the Communist Party. This organization was cited qy the 
Special Committee on Un-American hctivities, report dated April 24, 
19h4, as a Communist front. 

Confidential Informant T-2 stated that as of 1943 
AARON COPLAND was a sponsor of the Communist controlled National Council 
of American-Soviet I''riendship and ,ms reported to be a Communist Party 
member. 

Confidential Informant T-2 stated that according to 
"The Worker", the Sunday edition of the· "Daily Worker", issue of 
June 6, 1943, the subject was a signer of a petition which was circu­
latod by the Council for Pan-American Democracy, urging the President 
and Congress to end Puerto Rico I s colonial status and allow Puorto Rico 

,COi'~ U b U~ i ii-lL 
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to determine its own destiny by free elections after the war. 

'rhe Council for Pan-American Democracy has been cited ~ the 
Attorney General of the United States as coming within the purview of 
Executive Order 9835. 

Confj~dential Informant T-6, of known reliability, furnished a 
pamphlet entitled "Call ·to the Congress of American-Soviet Friendship", 
Which 1'1 as to be held November 6, 7,' and 8, 19LJ. AARON COPIAND was listed 
in this pamphlet as one of the sponsors of ·this Congress. 

Con.f:Ldential Informant T-7, of known .reliability, advised that 
AARON COPIAND was a patron of the Shrine Auditorium lallies held on 
November 16, 1943 at Los. Angele,l, Cal:ifornia by the Los Angeles Council of 
Soviet-American Friendship.' This informant stated that COPIAND is a composer 
of music and is a "fellow traveler U • 

'According to the "Daily Worker" issue of July 15, 1943, on p.'3.ge 3, 
colUmn 4, AARON COPIAND, mUSician, was a signer of an open letter to President 
ROOSEVELT, urging the President to "act forcefully to punish instigators of 
racial attacks ill various parts of the country and move to avert similar 
outbreaks elsewhere". 

The "Daily Worker" for July 5, 1943 on page 4, column 3, carries an 
articla which states that AARON COPIAND, Hollywood, California composer, was 
one of 266 persons who issued· a statement through the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship, "charging that the criticism by a committee of 66 
against the Tilm 'Mission to MoscoW' is a distinct disservice to the cause of 
American-Soviet unity during the war.' and afterwards". 

Confidential Informant T-8, of knolm reliability, advised that AARON 
COPLAND was a signer of a communication to the Governor of the~tate of New 
York in 1944 urging the pardon of MOHRIS U. SCHAPPES. MOHRIS U. pCHAPPES Vias 
a Cj,ty College of New York professor who was convicted of perju y"~ 
connection with a testimony he gave before the Happ-Courdert Comnitt'ee in 1941. 
SCHAPPES stated that he was not a Communist. It was ll'.ter proved that he was 
and he was convicted of perjury on this count. The Rapp-Courdert Committee 
was a New York Legislative Committee which was investigating Communism in 
the New York schools. 

SA ,J., P. 0 'NEILL furnished an invitation to 
._ wrLL1A~HOPP~'WhiCh was held under the auspices of 

""'<- JI+Ft?/ . 
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Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee on December )~, 1944. This 
invitation lists AARON COPLAND as a sponsor of this dinner. 

It is to be noted that _the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Conum. ttee has been cited by the Attorney General of the Uriited States 
as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 

According to the "Daily Worker", December 2)~, 1944, AARON 
COPlAND was listed as one of the initiat:!r:g sponsors of a new "Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions". 1'his new 
committee'Vils an outgrowth of the Independent Voters -Committee, according 
to this article. 

Confidential Informants T-9 and'T-IO; both of known 
reliability, advised in December, 1946 that the Independent Citizens 
CommUtee of the Arts, Sciences and professions and the National Citizens 
Political Action Committee, together with several small independent 
groups, merged to form the Progressive Citizens of America in December 
of 1946. These informants stated that the Communist Party support s the 
Prozressive Citizens of America and has urged its members on various 
occasions to ~upport this organization. 

Confidential Informant T-11, of known r eliability, advised 
in 1943 that the -Independent oters League was a Communist Party organi­
zation which was backing...:..=::::;~~ERCROUPH, a Communist Party member, for 
Mayor of Philadelphia, 

According to the "Daily Worker" issue of November 26, 1944, 
rage 15 , column 1, AARON COPLAND was one of the sponsors of the American 
Youth Orchestra. The "Daily Worker" issue of December 20, 1944 states 
that the American youth Orchestra was brought into being by the American 
Youth for Democracy. -

It is to be noted that the American You-~h for Democracy 
has been ' cited by the Attorney General of the United States as coming 
within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 

According to the "Daily Worker" issue of October 9 , 1944, 
page 5, column 4, AARON COPLAND is one of the persons who are sponsoring 
the nationwide celebrations commemorating the 27th armiversary of -the 
founding of the Soviet Union and of the establishment of diplomatiC 
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relations between the United States_ and the V.S.S.R. According to the 
article, the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship announced 
that a meeting would be held in Madison Square Garden, New York City, 
on NovClmber 16, 1944 climaxing thClse celebrations. 

According to a l etterhead of the Music Committee of the 
National Council of American-Sovi.et Friendship; Inc., AARON COPlAND was 
the Vice Chairman of that organization as of ~hy 15, 1944. A bulletin 
issued by the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, Inc. in 
1944 lists AARON COPI1,ND as one of· the sponsors of this organization. 

The "Daily Wo rker" for November ll, 1945 on page 14, 
column 2, states that the first conference of the American-Soviet 
Cultural Cooperation was to be held at the-Engineering Societies building, 
29 '·'est 39th Street, New York City. Accordance to this article, this 
confer ence is being sponsored by -the National Council of American-Soviet 
Fricmdship and AARON COPI1,ND is listed as a chairman of this conference -
under music . 

Confidenti.al Informant T-12, of known r eliabili ty, ad­
vised that AARON COPLAtID was chairman of the conference of the American­
Soviet Cultural Cooperation. This informant also stat ed that COPlAND i s 
a member of many Communist front organizations and was a sponsor for a ­
dinner of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee in October, 1942, and 
fo r "New l:esses" publication in· January, 1945. 

According to the letterhead of the American Conunittee for 
Spanish Freedom dated December 7, 1945, AARON COPLAND Vias a sponsor of 
tha t organizat-ion . 

·Confidential Informant T-13, of known reliabilHy, advised 
that in April or May, 1945 the secretary of the American Committee for 
Spanish Ereedom stated that the idea of starting ~he committee had 
originated with the CommUnist Political Association, and that an agent _of 
the Communi.st Politkal Association was active in urging the inception -
of t his cor:unittee. This informant r eported· in December of 1945 that the 
committee was continuing to campaign on behalf of the Spanish Loyalists, 
especia lly those who were knoVin Communist members. 

Confidential L'lformants T-J1 a nd T-15, both of lm01'm 
reliability, advised that AARON COPl1lND was a member of the National. 
Commit-tee to Oust BILBO. These informants stated that this organization 
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iD sponsored by the Civil Rights Congress and that accordin g to literature 
distributed in November or December, 1946, charges wen) made by the 
Civ:i.l Rights Congress' agains·t Senator BIUlO chargiIlg him with be:ing anti­
Semitic , anti-negro and anti-Democratic.. Accord:ing t o the "Daily Wo'rkc r" 
issu? of November 11, 1946, on page 5, col~ .3, ~t states "~National 
Comm:Lttee to Oust BILBO, sponsored by t he Clvll Rlghts Congress ........ ". 

It is to be noted that the Civil Rights Congress has been 
cited by the Attorney General of the United States as coming with:Ln the 
purview of Executive Order 9835. ' 

Confidential Informant T-2 advised that a full-page ad 
solictting funds for "Citizens United to Abolish Wood- Hankin Committee" 
appeared iIl the March lL, 1946 i ssue of the "New York Times". This in­
formant stated ,that the name of AARON CGPLA~'D was included in a list of 
270 individuals wh o Vlere "just a f ew of the, out3tand:ing Aniericans who' are 
support3n g the fight". This informant advised that this list included 
many Communists and Commun:i,st sympathizers, and that all the persons 
mentioned laudE:d the work done by the Joint Anti -Fascist ,Refugee ,Committee 
and the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, Inc. ' 

Confidential Informant 1'-16, of known r eUability, advised 
on December ' 16 , 1949 t ha t he r ecalls some discussion :in 1945 among 
officials of the Communist Party relative to plans fo r form:ing a front 
organization to urge the abolitiion of the Wood-Rankin Committee of the 
House of Representativen. This informant stated that he was certa:in that 
the Citizens United to Abolish the Wood-Rank:in Committee was the organi- , 
zation later formed. 

Society 
zation. 
Council 

According to a lett erhead of the Americ'an-Soviet Music 
in 19h7, AAHON COPLAND was listed as Vice Chairman of this organi­
The Amer.ican-Soviet Music SOCiety is an affiliate of the National 

of American-.Soviet Friendship. 

Confidential Informant T-17, of knovm reliability, advised 
on April 8, 1947 that on the reverse side of the stationery of the 
American Society for Cultural Relations with Italy, Inc .' , 119 West 57th 
Street J New York City, appears the names of a number, of persons under 
t he neadipg of 11 Friends of nalian Democracy". The name of AARON CO PLAND 
is inc~ded in this list. This :informant advised ~,April/ 1947 that 
1irILLIA~~~FFELm was, the honoraD'; chairm~h of ~~er,,~9.?n Soci.£ty 
,~o :... ~,~~.\!.!:~Belations.,~ith~Ita:ly.,~c., and that.2?~.~~I@.! and 

C,,(~~)~.~~ / 
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Confidential Informant T-19, of lmovm reliability , on 
Sept ember 4, 1947 made available a complet e list of the sponsors for the 
American Committee for Yugoslav Relief, Inc. AARON COPlAND was listed as 
a sponsor of this organization. 

It is to be noted that the American C.ommittee for Yugoslav 
Relief , Inc. has been cited by the Attorney General of the United States 

,as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 

The "Daily Worker" i ssue of October 19, ' 19h8 on page 7, 
column 5 states that the National Council of Arts , Sciences and Pro­
fessions issued a statement that "nearly 500 l eaders in the Arts, Sciences 
and Professions have joined as independents in support of the candidacy 
of HEI'lRY A. WALlACE". AARON COPL'lND, American composer, is listed as a 

,s i gner of a statement charging the "joint partisan alliance of THOl{JAS E. 
DEJ:ffiY and HARRY S. TRUMAN has brought us to the brink of Vlar and Fascism", 
and pledging support of VfALlACE'S cause as "full -realization of progress 
and fre edom for the people of this nation". 

The 1949 'report of the Senate Fact-Finding Committee of 
the Un-American Act ivities Committee , State of California, discloses that 
t he Nat iona l Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions is one of the 
most ilnportant Communist front organizations in this country. 

According to the "Daily Worker" dated June 21, 1948, on 
pa8e 3, column h, The Nat ional Counc il of the American-Soviet F'ri.endship 
announced that 112 prominent Am8ricans have endorsed a statement calling 

-11-
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for the Government to take imlnediate action that Vlould lead tOYiard 
peaceful settlement of differences between the United States and U.S.S .R. 
AAHON COPLAND was one of the signers of this statement. 

The "Daily Worker" for May 4, 1948 on page 2, column 4, 
lis-GsIJmON COPLAND as a signer of the statement which the Committee for 
1000was circulating among members of the House and Senate, urging the 
defeat of the Mundt Bill and the abolition of the un-American Activities 
.Committeo. 

According to the California Committee on Un-American 
Activities, report of 1948, the Committee for 1000 is a Commw1ist created 
and controlled front organization which,'us created to raise funds for the 
19 unfriendly witnesses before the Congressional Corr1]ni ttee on Un-American 
Act ivit ies investigation of Communist acti vi ties in Hollywood, 10 of 
whom Tiere indicted for contempt of Congress. . 

Confidential Informant T-17 advised that according to a 
letterhead of the Committee of Justice for Hl,NS EISLER dated February 11, 
19~.8, AARON COPL',~ID is the National Chairman of this organization, and 
Vias a sponsor of a concert of HANS EISLER music given on February 28, 
19b.8. 

It is to be noted that HAN~e:ISIER was a Hollywood com­
poser who was brought up for deportation b;r:&;;;igration and Naturalization 
Service for falsely stating that he was not a Communist in 19l10 when he 
came to this country. HANS EISIEH was permitted to leave the United 
States voluntarily in 1948. 

Confidential Informant T-aJ, of known reliability, 
advised that AARON COPL'lND, Palisades, New York, had been asked by the 
Civil nights Congrcs" to endorse a statement to Judge MEDn~A, protesting 
the jail sentence imposed on JOHN GATES, HENRY WINSTON and GUS HALL. 

It is to be noted that J()HN GATES, HElmy Wll!STON and 
GUS WlLL are three of the eleven COllll:lunist Party leaders who were on trial 
in Hew York City. 

dated January 

. ., 
According to a latterhead of theJS:eople! s 

5, 1949, AARON COPLAND is a sponsor e.f that 
Songs, Inc. 
C?rganization. 

l~ _______________ ~1_2 _______________ ~ 
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Confidential Informant T-21, of knoVin r e liability, 
advised that the People's Songs, Inc. furnished entertainment at 
Communist Party functions, and sells r ecords and songs stressing the 
COllUmlllist Pa rty lines. ' 

r , . 
, ' 

..I<'1'tonfident~. a l Informant T-22, of known r e liability , ad­
vised on April'~7, 1949 tha ~he subject was invited to attend a party 
at the Polish Consulate . ccor~ng to the informant, t his party was in 
honor of the delegates who attended the Cultural and Scientific A~X 
feronce for vYorld Peac e held at the Hotel :\storia in March, 194~ 

Confiaential Informant T-23, of known reliability, ad­
vised that it was his opinion that the Cultural ani Scientific Conference 
for vio rld Peace, he ld in New York City March 25- 27, 1949 was a folloVl­
up of t he ,'(orld Congress of Intellectuals he ld in IIfr oc l aw , Poland in 
August, 1948, and that these conferences were a part of a world-wide' 
Communist inspired "peace" propaganda campaign . 

Confidential Informant T-24, of known reliability, 
furnished a pamphlet entitled "Speaking of Peac e" on August 26 , 1949 . 
This pamph;Let is an edited report of the Cultural and Scientific Conference 
for World Peace which was held at the Wa l dorf Astoria Hotel, New York City, 

on Farch 25 - 27, 1949 under the auspic e s of the Nat i onal Council of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

On page 139 of this pamphlet under the heading of 
"Biographical Glossary of Conference Participants" is listed 1i.LRON COPLAND, 

.composer, a nd states that he has written symphonic music as well as music 
for ballets. It also states that the s ubject was a winner of a Pulitzer 
prize in 1944; N(.'W York Critics Award, 1945 ; a member of the National 
Ln.stitute of Arts and Lett ers; member of the League of Composers; and a 
member of the Inter'1ational SDciety for Cont emporary Music. iJ,IlClli 
COPIJ!.ND is listed as one of the sponsors of the Cultura l and' Scientific 
Conference f or World P"ace, on page 11.,4 of this pamphle t "Speaking of 
Pcace ll • 

On pages 90 'and 91 of the pamphlet "Speaking of' Peace " 
appears an article by, AARON COPL~"l]) on "Art in an Uneasy World". In 
this ::>rticle COPU,ND states " •••••.••• How unfortunate it i s that our 
lavnn::»wrs have so little conception of the ways' in which the work of 
our composers, painters and writers might be usod in ordor' to draTl closer 
bonds bet ween our pe'ople and those of other nations. Some attempts , Mve 

, 

I 
j" ' . ". 
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"been Gade in that direction. IvlR. DOVINES and myself were invited with 
musici2.ns to sit in on a committee organized by our o·wn Stn .. te Department 
for tho purpose of submitting closer cultural ties with the Soviet 
Union. It is rather ironic to remembGr that that happened only a few 
years ago. The Department in a recent press release claims that they 
still would like to foster closer cultural ties with the Soviet Union, 
but has been repeatedly rebuffed by the Russians................ I am 
in a position to relatG an incident which took place three years ago 
and which I believe wouJd be ery a 'propos. For several SGasons an 
organization existed called th 'lmerican-Soviet Music Society. Its 
purpose 1vas to further music l..l1t change between these two countries. 
As a first step tot"Jard an interchange of personalities, the Ukrainian 
Government sent us two of their best singers, members of the State Opera 
House at Kiev. t13turally, we arranged an elaborate tour for them. The 
tour had hardly begun when, without prcviooo warning, the Department of 
Justice ruled that the two singers would be Obliged to register QS 

agents of a foreign power. To vigorous protests from prominent musicians, 
the Government replied that since the two singers had arrived as members 
of Q group of visiting Ukrainians whose purpose was political in nature, 
they would have to register or leave the country. Of course, the two 
singers left the United States forthwith, abandoning the goodWill tour 
almost before it began. Such an incident naturally threw cold water on 
futuro projects for musical interchange. The 30viet Union has boon 
understandably reluctant to send us artists who would be in dangor of 
being treated like undercover spie's .............. 11 

"The presence of DIlI!IT~"'QH03TilKOVICH and other dis­
tinguished guests at t his conference i~'~oof that the Soviet Union and 
other neighboring countries are an."'(ious to 'further the cause of peaceful 
relations." . 

On page 197 of this pamphlet the subjc9t, as a speaker of 
the panelon fine arts, states "I am going to start off by saying that 
T wrote this paper myself. Nobody told me what to say and if anybody 
had tried to tell me what to sao', I wouldn't be here. I feel I have to 
put it that bluntly because the press has quoted the Government of this 
State and a spokesman of the State Department as stating that this 
conference and all its panels are mere fronts for the spreading of 
Conn;rcmist propaganda. Cormnunism and the countries that have Communist 
rcgi.mes arc facts, major facts, and they must be dealt with as such, but 
they are not the reason for my be:L'1g here today. I am here this morning .r 

- 11 -
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"us a Democratic American a rtist with no political affiliation of :my 
ldnd, not ut all interes·ted in the doctrinaire of Communism, but v ery 
much interested in the United States, in the policies of the United 
States and how these policies wii-l a ffect artists in the Unit ed Stat es ." 

COPU,ND then went on to say that he is convinced that 
the present polic ies of t he United Stat es Government will l ead us 
eventually into u t hird World We,r and claimed that t her e is a concerted 
effort on th e part of the press and r adio to ·convinc e t he American 
people that nothi ng remains for us to do but make a choice between t wo 
diametrically opposed syst ems of thought • . The subject also s·ta tes 

. "iIl:'ou my vantage point, it would seem t,'1at the determinedly unfriendly 
att i t ude of the Western powers to the Soviet Union has producGci a kind 
of cold war in reverse". 

ConfidGntial Informants T-25 and T-26, of knovill r eliability, 
wer a unable to furnish any information pertaining to the subject not 
previously noted, 

Confidential In formants T-9, T-27, T:"28, T-29 , T- 30, 
T- 31 :md T-32, all of known reliability, were unable to furnish unO' 
information pertaining t o the subj ect. 

1~ description 9f t he subj ec t as .obt ained from Sel ective 
Servi ce r ecords is as follows: 

Name : 
Alias: 
Residence: 
Employment: 
Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Sex: 
Height, 
Weight: 
~yes: 
Hair: 

NW 47049 Docld:32957712 Page 16 

AARON COPIJdID 
MRON COPEUlND 
Palisades, NeVI York 
Self-employed composer 
August 25, 1900 
Brooklyn, NeVI York 
Hi·le 
6' 
180 Ibs. 
Gr ey, wears glasses 
Black 
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Complexion: 
Social Security No. , 
Relatives: 

p E D 

, ' 

Light 
551-20-4475 

o 

HARRIS M. COPL'\.ND, father, born 
at Kovno, Russia; 

SARIlH MITTENTHAL, mother, born 
at Vistinich, Russia. 

I N G 
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Confidential Informant T-2 advised that according to tho 
March 7, 1947 issue of the "Pilot", the official publication of tho 
National Maritime Union, Al,RON COPLli.ND and 14 other members of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade signed a letter coiiimning JO~ UHRAN 1$ efforts 
to utilizG the question of Spain against JO ,'rACK. ThL etter .says 
in part, "The Veterans of the ALBv·1ho are r!Jem ~s of the Nllill,welcome 
all of our own Union brothers and' every honest American who viill join 
in a tight now for a free Spain." 

I 

The Abraham Lincoln Brigade has been ci ~ed by the Attorney 
General of the United States as corning within the purview of Executive 
Order 9B35. 

ConHdential Infonnant T-25 advised that one ?:-.cI'OPELAlW 
made a reservation for a dinner sponsored by the veterans ~e Abraham 

,Lincoln Brig~ at the Hotel Commodore on April 11, -19h5. " -

The birth r eeords tor the Borough of Brooklyn were chocked 
by SE WILLIAM R.' SWEENEY. 

. CONFIDENTIAL 
- 17 -
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LOS ANGElES 

At Los Angeles, California 

Will contact Confidential Informants and check available · 
sources of information for any Communist activities. on the part of the 
subj ect in the Los Angel es Field Division. . 

BOSTDN 

subjoct . 
Berkshire 

NE;'- YORK 

At Tanglewood, 1ussachusetts 

Will report any Communist ac tivity on the part of the 
The subject is an assistant under DR. KOUSSEVITZKY of the 
Music Center at Tanglewood, near Lenox, Massachusetts . 

At Palisades , New York 

Will verify t he subject · s r esidenc e at Palisades; New 
York and a scertain subject·s pres ent employment. 

- 18 -
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CONFIDENTIAL JNFORlIIANTS 

The Confidential Informants referred to in tho report 
of SA CLABORN R. CHEATHMI dated July 21, 1950 at New York, N.Y; 
are identified as follows: 

T-l 

T-2 

T-3 

T-4 
FOIA (b) (7) - (D) 

T-5 

T-6 

T-7 

- 19 -
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T-8 

T-24 

- 20 -
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CONF]J)E~'TgL INFORMA.NTS (CaNT 'D) 

T-25 

T-26 

T-27 

T-28 

FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
T-29 

T-30 

T-31 

T-32 

- 21 -
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