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Annual report of the United Nations chrh Commissioner
for Human Rights and reports of the Office of the
High Commissioner and the Secretary-General

Mauritius,* Montenegro, the former Yugoslav Repub]ic of Macedonia, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Treland, United States of America: draft
resolution : _— s
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25/ Promotmg reconciliation, acconntablhty and human rights in Sri
Lanka

The Human Rights Council,

‘Regffirming the purposes and principles of the Cﬁ-artér of the United Nations,

Guided by the Universal Declaration of Human Rlahts the Intemaﬁonal Covenants
" on Human Rights arid other relevant instruments, 7

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2008,

" Recalling Human Rights Gouncil resolutions 51, on’institution-building of the
. Council, and 5/2, on the Code of Conduct for Speclal Procedures Mandate Holders, of 18
- June 2007, .

Recalling also Tuman Rwhts Council resolutlons 19/2 of 22 March 2012 and 22/1
of 21 March 2013 on promo‘uncr reconciliation and accountabiiity in Sri Lanka,

Reaffirming lts _commitment 1o the sovelewn’w _independence. unity and terr1t01|al
mteomw of Sti Lanka.

Reaﬂirming that it is the responsibility of each State to ensure the full ehjoyment of
all human rights and fundamental freedoms of its entire population,

Reqffirming also that States must ensure that any measure taken to combat terrorism
complies with their obligations under international law, in particular international human
fights law, interriational refugee law and intetnational humanitarian law, as applicable,

Non-Member State of the Human Righits Council. -
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We!commg and acknowledging the progress made by the Government of 8ti Lanka
in rebuilding infrastructure, demining and reseitling the majority of internally displaced
petsons, whlle noting nonetheless that con51derable Work hes ahead in the areas of Justlce,

in these efforts,

Welcoming the successful holding of Provincial Council elections held on 21 -
September 2013, and, in particular, the high turnout and parficipation in all three
provinces, while noting with concern reports of election-related violence, as well a3 of voter
and candldate 1nt1m1datmn,

Expressing appreciation for the efforts and cooperation of the Govemment of 8ri

Lanka in facilitating the visit of the United Nations Hl,:,h Commissioner for Human Rights; .
and providing her with open access, and weleoming the visit of the High Commissioner to _
Sri Lanka in August 2013,

Expressing deep concern at reportec[ intimidation and retaliation against civil society
-members; who engage with UN human rights mechaqlgms mcludmg those who met with
the High Commissioner durmg her visit,

Expressmg serious concern at the continuing reports of violations of human tights in
Sti Lanka, including sexnal “and gender-based violence, enforced disappearances,
extrajudicial killings, torture and violations of ‘the rights to' freedom of expressiorn,
association and peageful assembly, threats to judicial independence and the rule of law, as -
weli as 1nt1m1<iat1on of and repr:sa]s agamst human rights defenders, members of cml

) Alarmed ot the significant surge in_attacks rapid rise nviele iseriminati
- on-the-basis of relision or-beliefparticutarly- against mcmbcrs of religioiis minority groups
in Sri Lanka, including. Hmdus, Muslims and Christians,

Calling upon the Government of Sri Lanka to fulfil its public commitments,
including on-the devolution of political authonty, which is integral to reconciliation end tie
full enjoyment of human rights by all members of its poptilation,

Taking note of the report of the Lessons Leamnt and Reconciliation Comm[ssmn of
Sti Lanka, its findings and recommendations, and acknowledging its possible’ contmbutzon
to the process of meaningful national reconciliation in'Sri Lanka,

Recalling the constructive recommendations contained in the Commission’s report,
inctuding the need to credibly investigate widespread allegations of extrajudicial killings
and enforced disappearances, demilitarize the north of Sri Lanka, implement impartial land
dispute resolution mechanisms, re-evaluate detention policies, strengthen for merky
independent eivil institutions, reach a political settlement on the devolution of power to the
provinces, promote and protect the ught of freedom of expression for all persons and enact
rulc of law reforms,

Taking noie of the national plan of action to implement the recommendations of the
Lessons Leamnt and Reconciliation Commission of the Governmient of Sri Lanka and its
commitments as set forth in response to-the findings and recommeéndations of the
Commission,
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Redterating-Noting that the national plan of action does not adequately address all of
the findings and constructive recommendations of the Commission, and encouraging the
Government of Sri Lanka to broaden the scope of the plan to adequately address all

- elements of the Commission’s report,

Reiterating—-Noting _with concern that the national plan 'of action and the
Commission’s report do not adequately. address serious allegations of violations of
international hurnan rights iaw and 1nternat1ona1 humanitarian Taw,

Emphasz:mg the importance of a comprehenswe approach to transmonal justice
incorporating the full range of judicial and non-judicial measures, including, intér alia,”
individual prosecutions, reparations, truth-seeking, institutional refoim, vetting of public
employees and officials, or an appropriately concewec[ combination thereof, in order io,

* inter alia, ensure accountability, serve justice, provide remedies to victims, promote healing
and reconciliation, establish independent oversight of the security system, ‘restore
confidence in the institutions of the State and promote the rule of law in accordance with

- international human rights iaw, with a v1ew to- preventmg the recurrence of vmlatmns and
abuses, :

Underli}'zing that truth-seeking processes, such as truth and reconciliation
commissions, that investigate patterns of past human rights violations and their causes and
consequences are important tools that can complement judicial processes, and-that, when
established, such mechanisms have to be designed within a specific societal context and be
founded on broad national consultations with the mclusmn of vmt[ms and c1v11 society,
including non- govemmental orgamzatlons,

Recalling the. responSJblhty of States to comply with their rélevant obligations to
prosecute those responsible for gross violationg of humsn rights and serious vielations of
international humanitarian law const[tutmg crimes under international law, W1th A view to
end impunity,

- Recalling also the High Commissioner’s conclusion that national mechanisms have

consistently failed to establish the truth and to achieve justice, and her recommendation that

. the Human Rights Council establish an international inquiry mechanism to further

- investigate the alleged violations of international human rights law and mternatmnal
humanitarian law and monitor any domestic accountabﬂ]ty processes,

Encow'aomg the Government of Sri Lanka to increase its dialogue and caoperation
with the Office of the I—Ilcrh Commissioner, including with regard to techmical assistance,

1. Welcomes the oral update presented by . the United Nations ngh
Commissioner for Human Rights to the Human Rights Council at its twenty-fourth session'
and the subsequent report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights on promoting reconciliation. and accountability. in Sri Lanka® and- the
recommendations and conclusions. contained therein, including on the establishraent of a .
truth-secking mechanism and national reparations policy as an integral part of a more
comptehensive and inclusive approach to transitional Justwe

2. - Calls upon the Government of Sri Lanka to conduct an mdependent and
credible investigation into allegations of violations of international human rights law and’
infernational humanitarian law, as applicable; to hold accountable these responsible. for
such violations; to end continuing incidents of human rights violations and abuses in Sri

! See A/HRC/24/CRP, 3fRev1
2 AHRCRS/23.
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Lanka; and to implement the recomrnendatmns made. in the repoits of the Office of the
ngh Comrmssmner

) 3. Reiterates its cal! upon the Government of Sri Lanka to implement
effectively the constructive recommendations made in the report of the Lessons Learnt and
Reconciliation Cotmmission, and to take all necessary additional steps to fulfil its relevarit
legal obligations and commitment to initiate credible and independent actions to ensure
Justice equlty, accountability and reconciliation for all Sri Lankans;

4, Urges the Government of Sri- Lanka to investigate all alleged attacks, by

1nd1v1duals and groups, on temﬁ%es—mesqaes—&ﬁ
nd»he!éaeeeﬁﬂt&ble
wpﬂm&m«s—eﬁa&aeks—en—ﬂ&ees—eﬁwﬁmp—mumahsts, human rlghts defenders, members

of religious minority groups and other members of civil society, as well as on temples, . .

mosques and churches. and-further urges the Government of Sri Lanka to hold perpstrators
of such attacks to account and take steps to prevent such attacks in the futures;

5.
investigations into alleved violations by security forces, including the’ attack on unarmed
protesters in Weliweriya on 1 August 2013, and the report of 2013 by the court of inquiry -
of the 8ri Lanka Army;

6. Encozfmge.s' the Government of Sr1 Lanka to gnsure t‘nat. all Prowncml
Councils, mcludmcrﬁreﬁée the Northern Prov1n01al Council, airg gkgig _tq Qpe_rgtg: _effggtl_v_elv ___________
in line with, the g g

as—kequifed—bﬁhe lath amendment to the Const1tut10n of SI‘l Lanka,
7. We!comes the éee&eﬁ—ef—ﬂw@e&emmeﬂt—ei—%—h&n{va—k%&tme-wsn

2013, and gad—palis upon the quemment of Sri, Lanka, to_facilitate the effective .
rmnlementat:on of durable solutions for internally displaced: nersons including the long-

mm_@p_k@cj_ —————————————————————

A blS Further welcomes the 1nv1tat10n to the_ Spemal Rapporteurs on_the Human

nghts of er& ants and the Right to Education.

tapporteuto ights ofmig andkelnoourages the

Govemment of Sr[ Lanka to cooperate w1th othm spemal p1ocedures mandate ho]ders and to respénd formally to the 1f T
outstanding requests, 1nclud.1n0 Jong standing reauests. -

b.y‘ ‘::u

_mée@e&denbaﬂd%eehlele international j inquiry_mechanism mvesnaaﬂeﬂ =in the absencc ofa
credible national process with tangible tesults, and requests the Office of the ngh
Commlss:oner—te

aYy_ to menitor the human FlEhtS situation in Sti Laaka and .continue to_assess

progress %%ﬂlﬁb—ﬁ&%&ﬂﬂ%&bﬁl{j}—aﬂd—ﬁeﬂeﬁt&t%—te—meﬂﬁeom relevant national
processes, .

and,abmes 0[ human rights and related crimes by both partles in St Ianka, during the
period covered by the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission, and establish the
facts and circumstances of such q!leqed viohtions and of the cr’imes nemetl'ated witha view
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¢} and to present an oral update to the Human Rights Couneil at its twenty-seventh
session, and a comprehensive report followed by a discussion on the implementation of the
present resolution af its twenfy-eighth session;

9, Enconrages the Office of the High Commissioner and relevant special
procedures mandate holders to provide, in consultation with and with the concurrence of

the Government of Sri Lanka. advice and techmcal assistance on 1mplement1n0 the above-
mentioned steps;

10.  Calls upon the Government of Sri Lanka to cooperate with the Office of the
High Commissioner in the implementation of the present resolution.




