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MEMORANDUM
TO: | SAC, ST, LOUIS (100-5238)
FROM: SA WALTER A, HILGENDORF

SUBJECT: SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
S ST, LOUIS DIVISION '

IS - SwWP

The following report from
ediphone belt via U, S, mail 7/8/63.

/‘DATE: 8/6/63

was recelved on

by steno RUTHANN CARR apd autbenticat

The original copy filed

Tt was transcribed 7 16/63
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St. Louls,. Missours i
M}T 16 1963 ;

On July 3, 1963, tha St. Louis Branch of the SWP-.
iheld 1ta regular manthly meeting at the hame Qf SGBEN TOROIAN,
408 christian Avenue, St, Louls 15, Missouri. -Those also. in u}

attendance were

| 'I‘he meeting was begun by reading of the branch mail, |
which 1ncluded a letter from MARVEL DOBBS. congratulating DICK
CLARKE for 5%, Louls submitting its full quota of the necent
"Militant" fund drive° Also she expressed the fealings of her
husband, FARRELL DQBBS, regarding a recent letter which CLARKE _
had subm&tted to National Hbadquarters, New York cityo ‘She also .
advised CLARKE that the Nat:lonal Office waS cancelling out the
ist, Louis Branch's previous debt and that . St¢ Lauis could now
"stax-t w:!.th a clea.n slate insofa.r as 1ts. sustaming fund Gues

hY

were concerned ) | . PR
| Another 1etter s addresaed to all branohea and
advised fhat the ?Dlitical Gemmittee was sternly warning -8kl
‘branches énd party members not to engage 1n , any pessihle
cubg, The memorandum stated that the. Eolitical cammittee a1d
| nat agree with this Stabe rbpartment ban, nevertheless individual“

- members or branches were not o be drawn into any conflict
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| regarding this matter, and that if anything were to be done, ..
1t would be done at the national level, '-  | :
Another letter advised regarding the National Convention
stating that branches must vote on the various aeonvention 1ssues
by branches and that individual minority graup branches would
not be permitted to submlt thelr own dissenting vote or disaentu
ing delegates,- In other worda, each branch was. to have its own -
vote on each aubJect matter and if a majog}ty‘éf-the.members of -
the branch were ln agreement wilth the maJority; then théy éoﬁld
.80 vote at the National Convention. If the maJority of the
members of the branch were in agreement with the party 8 minority
group, then the branch delegate could be so ‘instructed to vote
_with the party minorii:—y. | |
_Another letter was attached tb'ﬁﬁb fbpmééd#ising:ﬁhat.
all branches must submlit the di‘igingl of "%hé"sz_:mé' which would
1ist the délegates and the aiéernates and they wdui&.havé to be
a Branch Organizer, Chalrman, COnvention Ghairman and Secretafyo
CLARKE asked then who wag $o be the branch delegate and VON ROMER
thought that 1t would be best 1f CLARKE would serve as delggaten
TOROIAN agreed and made & motion to that effect, ?TORGIAN was |
then listed as the alternate delegate to the convention, . OLARKE N
silgned the document as Branch Organizer while VON ROMER signed the
-document as Convention Chairman and TOROIAN Bigned as Secretary@
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CLARKE said that he had been in recent contact with i .
a singer who was making an appearance in St, Louls! Gaslight -
Square, Hls last name was RONK'or RUNK, He was a young man
v from Héw York City who ohviouély representgd thg'minority voicg“
of the SWP as he was rather critical of FARRELL DOBES. He seemed
to feel that the SWP should do more 1nsorapgé*ihfiitration_off'
union orgénizations, etc,  He asked CLARKE?whEther}thereﬁwas
“,any_yduth‘mbvemenp'heré'and-CLARKE sald there was not anythingﬂ
to discuss at this time and RONK told CLARKE that he might
possibly suggest to New York that some youbhs be sent.to St,
Louis, ~CLARKE tnen'meptipned-énat even M%RA:TRNNEQ,WEISS1had_'
volced some opposition to the party leadefshinndfshe'too Was:
Insisting that more be done insofar as union infiltration and .
work at that level goes, ' |
CLARKE gave TOROIAN an SWP Disoussion Bulletin which
rather clearly stated her.oppositicn to the partflmajor;ty,
There was some discussion of VERN SGHROEpER, who
attended the previous SWEP meeting at TOROIAN's hoﬁe;"'CLARKE
sald that he once was a Norman Thomas Socialist and’ actually
ran for offlice on the Socialist ticket he said that SCHRQEEERfa
wife was active as a Lutheran Sunday School’teacher for Negro -
youths and was contemplating Jolning the NﬁAGP or CORE CLABKE
reviewed SCHROEDER's past and thought that he would be a good
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nnng to future meetings, ‘and then pointed out that
_the constftution of the SWP requirea that - ‘a member must be
voted ‘o in:absentia and he asked the other three ‘members if 1t
was agreeable to ask SCHROEDER to Join the party ‘and all
seemed to agree that it would- be all right,. TOROIAN then
suggested that it might be a good 1dea to bning him to the next
meeting of ‘the St, Louis Branch since then CLARKE and TOROIAN
 would return from New Ybrk City and could give a full report on
the convention and this might prove rather interesting to
'SCHROEDER, TOROIAN volunteered to handle this respons.tbinty;
GLARKE said it would be best if they both Bubmiqted a report
, when they returned to St.. Louis. It was agreed that the next
meeting should be July 29, 1963 since the convention would be
fresh in their mind VON RDMER asked the question whether it
weuld be advisable for TOROIAN to meet posaibly @n hour ahead of °
LARKE'S and SGHROEDER'B arrival 80 that he might report to
BANGERT and he regarding confidential 1nfqrmat;gnﬂa§ the
convention, This was agreed upcm° B "h e
| GLARKE said there was ‘some discussion regarding
previous GP activities here and tne question turned %o EUGENE
'TOURNIER, and CLARKE now seemed to feel that young TOURNIER,
‘“who is a teacher at Washington Uhiversity, 13 definitely a
working member of the St. Louis Branch of the CP and that he
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works under thelr direct instructlion, .
Each member present contributed $5 oo to the national
austaining fund, )
. HARRY VON ROMER reported that he is pow workingo
DICK. CLARKE reports that. he 1ntends leaving S¢t. Louis
. July 1l7¢th at approximately 11:00, TORQIAN:said_that he ‘would
probably leave,later 1n-the'afbgrnoon.- Hbgwdu;d'meet him at the
 Empire Hotel, New York Clty, uhere the conyention would be held,
. CLARKE sald that he intended mingling with many of the delegates _
. and that 1t was unnecessary for him and TOROIAN to sit together
- during the convention. He asked TOROIAN how then ‘he, spoke at
o previous conventions and TORDIAN 8ald he- only rose to ‘8peak once

‘each time and TOROIAN advised CLARKE' that he could speak as

often as he pleased on the varioua questions'é ‘they arose,
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New York, New York
May 22, 1954

Bufile 100-540146
NYfile 100-136446

Re: David Ritz Van Ronk

‘ David Ritz Van Ronk, also known as Dave Van Ronek,
Dave ¥an Roncken, Dave Ritz; resldes at 190 Waverly Place,
New York, New York, and 1s cmployed as a free lance folk
singer and gultar player from his residence., He has

Social Security Number 104.28-2744,

e
pumier—

Bubject is deseribed as a male caucasian,
born on June 30, 1936 at Brooklyn, New York, 6:2",
200 pounds, heavy build, brown hair, blue eyes, light
complexion and wears a beard and moustache.

PSS

Subject's Selective Service classificatlion is
4.F, On June 18, 1958, subject was afforded a pre-inductilon
physical examination and found to be unacceptable for
military service, On subject's Medical History Form, which
he submitted in connection with the above physlcal, he
wrote, "I think I need paychiatrie help". The conclusions
of the examining physician were "Eyes - Hyperopia, History of
Asthma. Appears very tense and jittery. Has many phoblas
and anxieties, Tremors of extended hands (gsevere), moist,
clammy, hands, Speech halting and occasional stammering.
Inadequacy. Psychoneurosis severe', Found unacceptable
for military service for physical and mental {psychiatric)
reasong. »
{ Confldential 8ourceg, vho have furnished reliable
information in the past advised:

T a‘.“""’"‘—ﬂ..—m_.‘“t'—_;[ -
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During 1958,'sub?ect was a member of the Young J
People's Socialist League (YPSL) and attended meetings and1() S
forums of this group from 1958 to 1959. me\ﬁj\ CE

' RN

The YPSL is publicly known as th@%%g‘( 5%% : :

affiliate of the Sccialist Party -gE W*%

Social Democratic Pederation, ) et

[ H-Bureau- Searched ... AN IRFAITD R

wi}N%WfYork Serizizg. 2T L.

. -
AL Indovad /N

| [ 7IOHN J. HINCHCLIFFE :DaB;, soeoment eohifing s o
I f’;} (5) recommendations nor concluvions

of the FRI 1t is the penpery
of the FUBI and is loarad to your
agencey; it and its contends are

- not to be distributed vutside

o _ your mgency, ‘ Yoy Ceen S2 ¢ ;/}/'J..a/;l/ .
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SAC, WASHIRGTON FIELD 2/15/63
SAC, NEW YORK {100-136446) (p)

DAVID RITZ VAN RONK aka
Dave Van Ronck, Dave Van Roncken
SM - .SWP

(00: NEW YORK)

Subject 15 z white male American, born 6/30/36, at
Brooklyn, NY, and currently resides at 190 Waverly Place,
NYC, He is currently employed as a guitar player and folk
ainger at thé Gaslight Cafe, 116 Macfougal St,, NYC.

Investigation is currently being conducted by the NYQ
to determine subject's suitability on the SI,

Subject has made several recard albums The cover of
one of the albums reflects that subject had in the past been a .
merchant seaman, o _
LEAD
WASHINGTON FIELD

A% Washington, D. C. ' I !

1. Will, at US Coast Guard Headquarters, review
merchant seamen peraonnel records in an effort to ascertain
additional background information pe subject,

- Washington Fleld (Rﬁ; ' , ‘ -
1 . New York (100-136446 T | <
pm ' o |

lﬂq A(Jmc sk

P

-
ﬁ

"W 50339 DocId:33063350° Page 127



aaron
Highlight




aaron
Highlight


	Gaslight Sqare 100-NY-136446 v. 2
	Health 100-NY-136446 v. 2
	Security Index 100-HQ-440146 v. 1
	Subject is employed... 100-HQ-440146 v. 1



