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. .. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO:. SAC, ST. LOUIS (100-5238) 

FROM: SA WALTER A. HILGENDORF 

SUBJECT: SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 
ST. LOUIS DIVISION 
IS - S.wP 

• dDATE : 8/6/63 

The following report froml .... was received on 
ediphone belt via U. S. mail 7/8/63. ±twas transcribed 7/16/63 
by steno RUTHANN CARR ard aptbenticatrdl;)Y info,tnant 7/31/63. 
The original copy filed_ . ••• . . 
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• .... 1 -
·1 -

"1: -~~--~~~-~~~ (I::-'~ 100- RUNK or RONK 
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FOIA (b) (7) - (0 ) 

,\ ',' 

....... ,>. . ,.,St.;, Lou,1~, ,M1aaour3, 
!JUly'16~ 1~3 ' '\: ,-, . , ................ "\! 

On July 3~ 1963 .. , ~he, St •.• Lo~~"Br~a~Of ,File SWP:,' \ ; • 

beld its regular monthly meeting at th,e hom~9~S~ ,TORQIAN, i 

408'c~~:a~~~ ~ven\1~~ ~t. ~s, 15, M1SS0~1 •. Those,~i8o~ . " '. ': .. 

attendaJiaewere 
~----~~------~----------~ 

The meet1ng was begun byread1ng ~f thEt branch mall~ 
,":." "'...'.. -," . :' '. ,- :-, ... 

wh1ah .1ncluded a letter· .from MARVEL DempS ao~atulatlngDICK 

CLARKE .for St. Lou,1s subt4tting 1ts .t'ull quota. .otthe. ~cent 
'. .., , .. ,.,... '. ,: . . .' . 

lIM.1.l1tall:ti: f'1;U1d dr:1."e~' A;J.:sOap.e expressed :tb,e.f~e:Unga of her 

hUsband~ FARRELL DOBBS; regarding a recent, letter which. CLARKE . '. . . . ""." .... ,' .. " .' -i ".,,, - .; , . 

h8.dsubm:1tted to Nat1ona:L Headquarters" New.YorkQ1ty. ,$he also. 
, . . . . 

advised CLARKE that the Nat10nBl Off1oewas'ianoell1ng out the 
. '. -,. _...., .. .,. '. '''' :" - '. -. ,. "'.' ' " ' . 

St. Louis Branch's previous debt and that ,St.,; 'I,oUJ.s could now 

"st~ ~1;~a alean sla~e '~na'Of: ~ .1ta aJ:t~ rund, ~u:s. 
i: ,. :," .' ',. - .• ", .. ,'!', -:" ._\ ," . ,'" > ,',' .-- . , , .. 

wereooncerned. . . . 

Another letter was adgresse!i~oall branohes and 
1 ,- ::" '.' \ " • 

advisedtha:t· the:pol1 t:1a~l .ColJl!l!41i1;~e .wass1;ernl~ ,~ne;au 
. ': " ',:', . . ., '.: , " .' ", ';, ' ~ 

branches and party membel"s not t9 engage In .. aJ1>V possible. 
• .. ••• 0 "".,.' "". ' '-':. • .' ".,"" -, ,-. ,,",- ,'" __ , 

aontroversy r~garding tlw State,~partmen1;ls ban on. travel to 

Cuba. ·~h~memo~andUDl· S1;a~~d that ·~he . J;'o11~~O~ 'CC»Dm1tt~~ d1d 
. .. ," • • , •• "" " ,.,'.. •. _ _ . ' ,. " ,. '. ,J., .• ". ,; 

not agree with this State l);tpartment banI r1evel'theless Individual 

members Or branches were not to. be drawn ~nto anw oOnf11ot 

i,k~~ 
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, 
~g!U'ding this matter. and that 11' anyth1ngwe~~to be done. 

,\., .. 
-it would be done at the national level. /- " 

-,~;. 

Another letter advised regarding the Nat~onal Convention 

stating ,that branches, must vote on the var10us convention issues 

by branches and that individual minority gr~up branches would 

not be permitted to subm1 t their own diss~mt1ng vote or ' dissent­

ing delegates. - In other words:. each branch was to have its oWn 

vote on each subject matter and if'a majo~ity of the members of 

the branch were in agreement with the majority, then they could 

so vote at the National COI;lvention. If the majority of the 

members of the branch were in agreement with the party's minority 

group, then the branch delegate could be so instructed to vote 

_with the party minority. 

Another letter was attached to two forms advising that, 

all branches must submit the originalofthefo~mawhich w~uld , 

list the delegates and the alternates and they would haye 1;0 be 

a Branch Organizer, Chairman, convent1on:ChairltJlin~dsecreta;&'y. 
" 

CLARKE asked then wl10was to be- the branch delegate and VON ROMER 

th!,ugllt that it would be beat 11' CLARKE would serve as delegate, 

'l'OROIAN agreed and made a motion to that effect. 'l'OROIAN was 

then listed as the alternate'delegate'to the convention., CLARKE 

Signed the ,document as BranchOrgan1zer while VON ROMER signed the 
. . . ..... . 

document as Convention Cha~rman and 'l'OROIAN-a1gned as Secretary. 

~ 2 -
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• 
CLARKE said that he had been 1n recent contact with 

a singer whO was making an appearance 1n St. Louis', Gaslight 

square. His last name 'was RONK or RUNK. He was a yoWlg man 

" from New York City who obViOUElly represented the minor1 ty voice; 

of the SWl' as he was rather crit1cal of FARRELL DOBBS, He seemed 

to feel that the SWl' should do more insofar aS1nrl1tration of" 

union org8.n.1za tions. etc." He asked CLARKE, whether "there ,was 

, any youth movement; here and CLARKE sa1d there'~las not anything 

to discuss at this time 'and RONK told, CLARKE that, he might 

possibly suggest to New York that some youtha'be, sent ,to St. 

LOuis, "CLARKE then mentioned that even MlI'RA ,TANNElt WEISS had 
.. . 1 . r • 

; . ~, .' , 

voiced some opposition to the party leadership and ,she too was 

insisting that more be done insofar as union infl1tration and 

work at that level goes, 

CLARKE gave TOROIAN an SWl' Discussion Bulletin which 

rather clearly stated her opposition to the party majority, 

There was some disoussion of VERN SCHROEDER, who 

attended the previous SWl' meeting at 'rOROIAN's home'. 'CLARKE 

said that he once was a Norman Thomas Socialist and aotually , 

ran for office on the Socialist ticket, He said that SCHROEDERIB 

wife ttas aoti ve as a Lutheran Sunday Sohool' teaoher for Negro 

youths and was contemplating Joining the NAAOP or CORE. 

reviewed SCHROEDER's past and thought that he would be a good 
! 

.. 3 ... 
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• ,,', ,. . ,":. .. : 
, " '. , . ',)' ":" " ,., 

", .. 
• <.', ! .' . ,-, -'. t~r"~;.~~:· :.:- .. 

member, to brIng ,to future meet1ngs, and then poInted out that 
. : . ' " ··,~tt~ ~!.; .. _,.? .-
tnecons~~~t1on of the SWf requ1res that 'a member must be 

:':.;,y" i . I .:; 

votedon1ri'ii.bsentla and he aSke'd the otherthI'ee members 11' 1t 
":;,:,' ::. , . ' ", 

wa!;iagreeable to ask SCHROEDER to Join the 'part;yand all 

seemed to agree that it would be all right'. ::TQROIAN then 
. , . 

suggested that it might be a gQod 1dea to ;bri~ 111m to the next 

meeting of the St., Louis Branch since then CLARKE and TOROIAN 
", .. 

would return from New York City and could 'giv!'la. full report on 
. .." i'" . 

the convention and this might prove rattJ,er i~t;er",sting to 

'SCHROEDER. TOROIAN VOlunteered, to handlet~f3, ref3Ponsibility. 

CLARKE said it would be best it' they both s~b,~i~~ed'a report 

when they returned to St., Louis. It was agr~ed t~t the next 

meeting should be July 29, 1963 since the c,:>nve~1;ion would be 

fresh in their m1\'ld. VON ROMER asked the quea,t;10pwhether 1t 
. '. . 

would be adv1sable for, TOROIAN to meet P9ssibly ,.~ hour ahead of • 

CLARKE's and SCHROEDER's arrival so that nem1ght report to 

BANGERT and he regarding oonfidential informat:i0n a~ the 

convention. This was agreed upon. 
",. - ".'" 

CLARKE said there WaS some discussion regarding 
. ., .. " ,.' ',' " " :'"1, " 

previous Of activit1es "here and the question turned to, EUGENE 
.' -". '. ..,' .. ". ' '. " , ~ '~, ' " 

'TOURNmR. and CLARKE ndw seemed to feel tnat young TOURNmR. 
. . -,.....' .:. --

, . . .. 

who i6 a teacher at Washington'un1vers1ty, 1s det1n1tely,f3, 
. • .' I·. n •• •• f', •• ''','L'' '-" 

working member of the St.' Loui~ Branon of :theCf <:ind that he 

... 4 -
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• 
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works under the1r d1rect 1nstruct1on. 

Each member present contributed $~.qo to the ~t10na1 

sustaining fund. 

HARlr.l VON .ROMER reported that he. is p.ow working. 
" .' .'" , 

DICK CLARKE reports that. he .. intends leaving St. Loui~ 

. July 17th at approx1l1llltely 11100. TOROIAN said that he 'would 

probably l~ave. 1at~r 1n the aftE!rnoon •. He.' wo~d meet him at. the 

Empire Hotel. New York CitY.~lhere the ccmv~~tion would ~. held. 

CLARKE said that he intended mingling with IIlllny()fthe delegates 

and that it was unnecessary for.him. anq.'l'ORQIAN.to 131t. together 

during the convention •. He.l.l.skedTOROIANhow9f~~~m he.spo:ke at. 

previous convent1onsanci TO~OIAN. sa;Ld he.oply,rol?e· to . speak once 

. each time' and TOROIAN advised CLARKE t~t ¥:C~~ll.d speak as 

often as he' pleased on the Various quest1oris·~A.;they arose. 
. . ,.... . , 

, ., 

,.: " 

.. .' 
, .. ' 

. } " ' . 
, 

.. '; 

- 5 -
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Buf11e 100.440146 
NYf11e 100-136446 

'~ ) 

Nel'1 York. New York 
May 22, 1964 

Re: David Ritz Van Ronk 

Dav1d R1tz Van Ronk, also known as Dave Van Ronck. 
Dave Van Roncken, Dave Ritz, resides at 190 Waverly Place. 
New York. Ne\,1 York, and Is employed as a f1'oe lance folic 
slnger and guitar player from his resldence. He has 
Social Security Number 104-28-2744. 

Subject is described as a male caucasian, 
born on June 30, 1936 at Brooldyn, New York, 6 12", 
200 pounds. heavy build. brown hair, blue eyes, light 
complexion and wears a beard and moustache. 

Subject 1 s Selective Service claSSification is 
4-F. On June 18. 1958. subject t"lEIS afforded a pre-induct10n 
physical examination and found to be unacceptable for 
military service. On Bubject 1s RlJedical HistoI"J Form. \1hich 
he submitted 1n connection \':T1th the above physical, he 
wrote. "I think I need psychiatric help", The conclusions 
of the examining physic1an tlere "Eyes - Hyperopia. History of 
Asthma. Appears very tense and jittery. Has many phobias 
and anXieties. Tremors ot extended bands (severe). mOist, 
clarmny, hands. Speech halting and occasional stammering. 
Inadequacy. Psychoneurosis severe", Found unacceptable 
for udlitary service for physical and mental (ps~hiatrlc) 
:reasons. t" 

your ~gency. 

'----- --
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( b ) ( 7 ) - (0) 

(' 

FEDERAC:- BUREAU OF IGATIOI\I ~l (!. 

REPORTING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN PERIOD 

NE\'l YORK NEVI YORK 
TITLE OF CASE o A. CROWE 

I TYPED BY 

DAVID RITZ ~N RONK, aka I(l-IA~IAC:TER OF CASE 

SM-SWP 

~ (;] REFERENCE: 
I 

I 

I 

Report of A. CROWE, 4/16/63 at 

INFORMANTS: 

Identity of Source File Number 

Ny T_l 

L...-__ ....JI / 

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN C H A RGE 

t4l ( 00-440146 ) (RM) 
'~ New York (100-136446) 

OOPlEa J)EST~OYEii 

8. H(N. 1719111 

REQUEST REC'D. ·1 ···'~····T···· I ········,,4!·.~·.'l ··· ·· · · · · · · · .. , " ·1 ,., ... ,,., ........... 1. , I 

0,11, TE FWO • ••.•... 1.<:;:'''.71'>;.'':.1 ....... , ... ) ...... -1- .................. I .. ".,,~ , .... ,~ ..... . 

HOW FWO. ······I·····.Eu··-::····I··············/,c··I······ ... · ......... 1 .................. . 

00 NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

8 APR 16 1964 

, 

U. , . GOVU~U~T PRIHTIH' OHle[ 16-70324-1 

IW 50339 DocId:33063831' Paqe 41 
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/ FOIA(b) (7) (D) -! 
'--" 

.' .' 

NY 100-1361~46 

Identi ty of Source .... File Number Where Located 

Ny T-3 
I 

NY T-4 
I 

. ~ , 

./' 100-133479-4310 

/ 100-133479-4332 

COVER PAGE ' 
B 

. . 
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.. • FD-305-0 (Rev. 9_19_62) , 
~C:J ~\l. • 

NY' 100-136446 o o 
l. [K] Subject's name is included in the Security Index. 
2. cg] The data appearing on the Security Index card are current. 
3. D Changes on the Security Index card are necessary and 

.... Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 
4. [K] A suitable photograph !KJ is D is not available. 
5. D Subject is employed in a key facility and is 

.charged with security responsibility •. Interested agencies 
are 

6. cg] This-r-e-p-o-rt"'-":'"i-s-cl""a-s-s-l-:-' f"'l-:-' e-d"--rC""O"'N""F""rrr'D".t<.'"'N",,ml"D\"'L-- because 

. .. (state reason) data furnished by NY .T-l through NY T-4 
could result in the identification of these 
informants of continuing value and impair 
their future effectiveness .. Such impairment 
could have an adverse effect upon the defense 
interests of the country. 

Subject previously interviewed (dates) never 
Subject was not reinterviewed because (·~s~t~a~t~e~r~e~a~s~o~nT)--

of his emotional instability and his employment 
as a folk singer, it is felt an interview of 
subject could possibly result in embarrassmet to 
the Bureau. 

8. D This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria I 

and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recommending 
cancellation of the Security Index card. 

9. I..X.J This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Securi ty Index criteria and :j,<t continues to fall wi thin 
such criteria because (state reason) of subj ec t's 
membership in the SWP-NYL during September, 1963. 

10. cg] Subject's SI card Dis [K] is not tabbed Detcom. 
cg] Subject I s activities D do [Xl do not warrant Detcom 

tabbing. 

COVER PAGE 
C* 

• 
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In Reply, Pl<G.sc Refer to 
FileNo. . 

i)' ,r 

c) o 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BURE-AU OF INVE-STIGATION 

New -York, Ne,'/ York 
April 16, 1963 

NY file 100-136446 

Title David Ritz Van Ronk 

Character Security Matter - SWP 

Reference is made to the report of Special 
Agent Martin A. Crowe, dated and captioned as above, at 
New York. 

All sources (except any li·sted below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished r eliable 
information in the past. 

.' 

Thill documen t contains n e ither recommendation!; nor cOnc l usions of the FBI. II is th e ~roperlY . 
of the FBI o f}d Is loaned to you r aqo n cy; It and its con t en t s are n ot to he distributed o u lll i de 
your aqen cy. . . 

'. - ' . 

.• 
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UNITED ,STATES GOVERNMENT 

Mlmorandum 
TO : Direc to r , PSI (Bufile· 

SA C , NEH YORK (100-l364i+6) 

(j) 
SUBJECT: DAVID RrrZ V AN RONK aka 

SM-SWP 

mIllS r ecomm ended th at a Securi"' Y 
inde.x Ca rd be pre p a r ed on th e 
a b o ve· captio ned individual. 

Name 

DAVID rrz VAN RONK 

c::xJ"Nativ e Born \ . DNaturalized 

c===J Communist cx=r SOCialist Workers Party 

o 

lr 
DATE: 

Ii Card filed 

4/10/63 ~ 

jI\r1- Cards sent 00 / I 
",j/VV -7y;!./ 

II ",iJ '"-'r' ,1 ,." ~r\ (J 

fV': 5 Y; <1'il@P:'ZtlL,' 
, ~~o 

. ." ... ,---, ,,,.--:::- '_0 
L--I The Security Indeif.-Card oqJl;le, 

capt ioned individual shouJ<l:'~;7 
changed as fOll0 'f'4i,(spec§[y · .... 
change only): c 

,--," 
L-J·Alien 

~ 

. ..., ... ~ 
= ,--", 

:i ~ -< D Indep e nd:efi1:<SoclaU:;'League 
"""'CO \......, 
~ -

~1 ===I~M~IS:c:.~II:an:e:o~u'~(~s~p~e'~if~Y~)~====~============~==========~;===~:~-W======~~======~~ 
Race t".,.) Sex - . --

~c:::::::J _____ T_Ob __ f~~_e_t c_o_m ____________ t-_-_C_'~_u_c_a_'_s~i~?~n ______________ L-___ I_<3~_C_l_M __ ol_e __ ~~,~: ___ I_F_em_a_l_e~ ~ 
Do\e o f Bi r t h P l ace of Birth.: - <: c::;,L':\ 

Brookljh, New York 
~Si~ddr rshow name of employing concern and address} 

_ ~~~":-:,.,~- --+----( ~ ~~ ./ 
II .. "Ligb!; Cafe -, {/ (J I " 
1 .;:Macd&tgal street 
New 'York5:'?New York 

vJ 
Q 
-:~, , .. 

"' 
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c' FOIA(b) (7) 

NY 100-136446 

Subject i s being re commended for inc lusion in 
the Security Index in vievr of his beinr; ac c ep ted into 
membe rs hip of the SHP-NYL during No vember 1962 and his 
attend a n c e at five meetings of the SldP-NYL be tHeen 11/ 62 
and 2/63. 

'. 

The above info rmation was furnished by l 
who has furni s hed r e liab le information in the pas~t~.--------~ 

- 2 -

. . ', ., .' .t.~,' 

. , 
. " 

" . ,. ' 

. , ~ .' ' . 
,., ' I 

," , ,' . , ' , ' 

. -:,< ,':', '" ~. .' -; .-:.,. ' 
-, :" ...... .. '. ~. 

. .' ' . ' ~ ", . . " . ~ :. 

(0) 

) 
\ , 

.' - ', ' 
" -. . 
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TO 

'- ~ 
.I0rPi-U)' N"l.. FORM NO. , 0 

~::rJ~~~O;:~;ATES GO RNM ENT 

Memorandum ' 
DIRECTOR, FBI DATE : 3/ 11/ 63 

"~~'~SA~JW Y~~lOO-l ~446) 
suWJi!~Avd\rrAAN RONK 

.:> 
-\-

FOIA(b) (6) 

1) DavvVan ROnclc, ':;D!! ' '~Van 'I Roncken 
'. ' SM-SWP 

......... \ 
Subject is a . Wh~te, male, American, born 

6/30/36 at Brooklyn, ; NY... He resides at_190Wav~'~lT 
Place, NYC, with his wife, TERRI SAND e LII~.AN 

(OO:NY) 

'RO;K . a white. female, American, born at- .. - -
1 ; I' Subject is employed as a gu ar player 
an 'olk singer at the Qaslight caf;~~~ Macdougal 
st., NYC. ,41115 j)A-tlIJlI'~,.(/ /?o/,//( , 

/ 1 Ihas advised that subject is currently 
a member of the SWP-NYL. 

The NYO is currently preparing a summary report 
concerning subject. The above information is being 
furnished for indexing purposes at the BUreau. 

FOIA (b) (7) - (D) 

f2\Bureau (RM) . 
\i?New York (100-136446) 

MAC:ml " If 
(3) rc- ;::? 

t,) n MA.R &) 

1\;01963 
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, " 

. i, 

I, 

'-

SAC, .WjU3HIIlGTON FIELD 2/15/63 

SAC, Nm-1 YORK. (100-136446) (f) 

DAVID RITZ VAN RONK aka 
Dave Van Ronck, nave Van Roncken 
SM -SWP ' , 

(00: NmiYORK.) 

. Subject is a t1h.i,te male American, born 6/30/36, at 
Brooklyn, NY, and currently resides at 190 \![averly Place, 
NYC,. He is currently elllPloyed as a guitar player and folk 
Singer at the Gaslight Caf'e,1l6 Mac'.l!bugal st •• NYC. 

Investigat:ton lscurrently being conducted ,by the NYO 
to determine sub .fect I,ssm tabil1ty on the 8I. 

Subj,ect has made several record albums. The cover of 
one of the albums reflects, that ,subject had in the past been a 
merchant seaman. 

LEAD 

WASHINGTON FIELD 

At Washington, :D. C. 

1. Will. 'at ,US Coast GUard Headquarters, review 
merchant seamen personnel records in an effort to ascertain 
additional background information J!e subject. 

a-.J- Washington Flel,d (mil) 
[7' - New York (lOO-136li-46) 

o 1l1/ILMAC;kPm /' 
(3)' plrr-

, ./ 

,', 

0' 

----
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ACDRESS REPLY TO: 

COMMANDANT 
U .S . COAST GUARD 

HEADQUARTERS 
WASHINGTDN!~. y.c. asp! rtBt:iltlnL 
QalFIBBHTIJtb 

. 

n 
TREASURY DEPARTME.\~{ 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
~Iashington 25, D. C. 

Attention Liaison Section 

De ar Mr. Roover: 

DIN 
Ser: 0112 
11 July 1963 

( 
.J' 

The below named Subject is a holder of aU. S. Merchant Mariner's 
Document issued pursuant to Executive Order 10173, as amended, and 
Parts 6 and 121, Title 33, Code of Federal Regulations. As files 
of your Ilureau reflect information which may indicate the desirabili­
ty of denying Subject a document through the hearing procedures of 
33 CFR 121.19, it is requested that the Coast Guard be advised, if 
possible, of the identity of the informants referenced in the enclosure 
hereto, and further, if your Bureau would interpose an objection to the 
Coast Guard interviewing any identified informant • 

. 0 
SUBJECT: JlAN RONK, David Ritz 
D&POB: 6/30/36, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
FBI NO. 100-136446 

Sincerely yours, 

~J~" 
LCDR, U. S. Coast Guard 

• 

Acting Chief, Intelligence Division 
By direction of the Commandant 

Encl: (1) Availabilities 
(2 copies) 

CUlCfl!j(jHlilL 
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